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Office Action Summary 

Application No. 

Applicant(s) . 

Examiner j r 

^ /pqeJ 

Group Art Unit . 



leatf} tfie corresponcfehce acfe/mss— 


MONTH(S) FROM THE MAIUNG DATE 


— The MAIUNG DATE of thm communication appears on th cover sheetl 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _ 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Exterisions of tinienriayt)e a\«ulabte under the prov^^ 
from the mailing date of this communicabon. 

- If the period for reply specified above Is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be corwidered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period tor reply vvill. by statute, cause the application to become ABANCX)Nm (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three ninths after the mailing date of the communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
temri adjustiient See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

□ Responsive to communicatiGn(s) filed on . 

□ This action is HNAt. 

n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the. merits is ciosed In 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 


Disposition of Claims 

^*^^laim(s) 


Of the akx>ve claim(s)- 
□ Claim(s) 


is/are pending In the application. 
. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 


^^Claim(s)- 
□ Claim(s)- 


7^ 


□ Claim(s)_ 


Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on . 

□ The drawing{s) filed on 


is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 


Is □ approved □ disapproved. 


Is/are objected to by the Examiner 


□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Pri rity under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d). 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
*Certified copies not received: , 
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□ Infomriation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 
^Hotce of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 
a Notice of Draftsperson's Pat nt Drawing R vi w, PTO-948 


□ Intervi w Summary, PTO-413 

□ N tice of Infonmal Patent Applicati n, PTO-152 

□ Oth r 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Stanley Silverman, can 
be reached on (703) 308-3837. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status o 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2351. 
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Serial No. 09/923,254 "2- 
Art Unit 1754 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The recitation of "selected from 

."is improper Markush terminology. The phrase should be 
changed to --selected from the group consisting of-- to avoid 
this rejection. Also, the term "any specified concentration"' 
renders the scope of the claims vague and indefinite. 

This application apparently discloses allowable subject 
matter. 

Grant is made of record for disclosing a method for 
distilling a mixture of hydrofluoric acid, phosphoric acid and 
nitric acid. 

Brown et al . and Lucas et al . are made of record for 
disclosing methods for distilling mixtures of nitric acid and 
hydrofluoric acid. 

The other references are made of record for disclosing 
methods for producing nitric acid by oxidation of nitrogen 
oxides, including the step of distilation. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Wayne A. 
Langel whose telephone number is (703) 308-0248. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8 A.M. to 
3:30 P.M. 


